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Bowen PTO

Bowen Elementary School

280 Cypress Street 





March 2012
Newton Center, MA 02459

617-559-9330
Dear Bowen Parents,

Thanks to all of you, Bowen did very well during the first half of the school year. We are looking for a great second half!   Among the fun and successful activities we had during the first half of the year were our first Bowen Walkathon, a very spooky Halloween Party, a wonderful Book Fair and a delicious Election Day bake sale.  Bowen was the most generous among all Newton schools during the holiday gift drive for local families, and the catalog cancellation campaign saved the equivalent of six trees.  In January the staff enjoyed an Appreciation Lunch, courtesy of the K-2 families, while kids and adults alike had fun at Bowen's First Family Game Time.  In February our school was filled with the music and good vibes of our 5th grade play, "Fiddler on the Roof."

Now, after the February break we have some exiting events planned for the rest of the year.

· Understanding Our Differences: This 3rd, 4th and 5th grade program is a very rewarding experience for students and volunteers alike.  There are various dates throughout the spring.

· Book and Game Swap:  Drop off your no-longer used books and games in the Bowen lobby from Monday, March 5th to Wednesday, March 7th.  Teachers will then “shop” and choose items appropriate for their classrooms.  

· Bowen International Potluck Dinner:  This popular event is coming up on Friday, March 16th, accompanied by our first Global Photography Exhibition and a concert by David Polansky.  Look for more information coming soon!

· Bowen’s First Mystery Dinner:  Be part of this parents-only fun social evening on April 28th!  Bowen parents gather together for appetizers and desserts, but have dinner in smaller groups.  Volunteer to host or to help organize this event!  Tickets will be $30 per couple, with opportunities to fund some of Bowen’s technology needs.  This year we will not be holding our traditional Winter Auction, so please re-direct your donations towards this event. 

· Newton Serves 2012: Join other Bowen families on Sunday, April 29 and have a day of fun working together to improve the school building and grounds. And remember, many hands make light work!

· Staff Appreciation Event (Grades 3 – 5):  Families with children in grades 3 – 5 will provide a wonderful lunch  for the staff.  Specific grade assignments will follow shortly before the event. 

· Bowen Spring Fling and Raffle:  This is Bowen’s biggest fundraiser and family event—and a big favorite with the kids! We need as much help as possible to make this a great family event, including volunteers to help coordinate games and donations for the raffle.   Join us on May 20th!

So where does the PTO money go?  It has been mostly directed towards:

· Teachers Fund:  This pays for some class supplies not provided by the city.

· Creative Arts and Science Program: This program brings 3 special activities to each grade to enhance curriculum.

· Teacher Grants:  This money funds innovative projects submitted by Bowen teachers.  We granted six this year.

· Library: This year we were able to increase the library funds for new books.

Many thanks to all Bowen families for your support.   Together we are helping to enrich our kids’ school experiences in many ways.  It is never too late to contribute to the PTO.  If you had not had the opportunity to make your annual direct contribution, use the form on the back of this letter.

Your PTO Chairs,

Maria Arvelo and Shirley Harris, bowenpto@gmail.com
Bowen PTO Direct Donation Form

Name: ​_____________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Suggested Contribution Levels:

____$25 _____$50 _____$75 _____ $100 _____$150 ______$250 ______Other

Please enclose a matching gift form from your employer, if applicable.

My gift will be matched by: ___________________________ (company name).

Thank you for your tax deductible Contribution!

Bowen PTO is a 501(d)3 nonprofit, recognized by the IRS, and all donations to Bowen PTO are tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations.

